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THE  DRESSER  FAMILY 

The  history  of  this  family,  in  America,  dates  back 
to  the  Autumn  of  1638  when  John  Dresser  and  his 
wife  Mary  — - came  over  from  Rowley,  Eng¬ 

land,  to  Salem,  Massachusetts,  U.  S.  A.  At  this  time 
some  twenty  families  came  out  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Rogers.  They  remained  in 
Salem,  during  the  winter,  but  in  the  spring  of  1639 
the  Colony- — joined  by  others  who  also  came  from 
England  —  purchased  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Company  three  thousand  acres  of  land  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  town  of  Rowley,  Mass.  The  Colony  then 
numbered  some  four  hundred  in  all  (see  Gage’s  His¬ 
tory  of  Rowley  18-10-2). 

Thus,  John  Dresser  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  of  Rowley,  Mass.,  and  became,  it  is  recorded  “  a 
man  of  standing  and  possessed  an  excellent  estate.” 

He  was  buried  in  Rowley,  April,  1672.  His  will 
dated  March  5th,  1672,  mentions  his  wife  Mary,  Ms 
eldest  son  J ohn,  son  Samuel,  daughter  Elizabeth  and 
three  grandchildren  (John,  Mary  and  Martha)  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ms  son  John. 


) 
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1st  Generation: 

John  Dresser  and  his  wife  Mary  — - of 

Rowley,  England.  John  bom  in  Rowley,  England, 
1605,  died  in  Rowley  Mass.,  1672. 

The  date  of  his  wife’s  birth  and  death  is  unknown. 
Children  of  John  and  Mary - — -  Dresser. 

I.  John  (2nd),  bom  1640  in  Rowley,  Mass. 

EL  Mary,  bom  April  23,  1642,  in  Rowley, 
Mass.;  died  in  1659. 

III.  Samuel,  bom  Dec.  10,  1643;  married 

Mary  Leaver. 

IV.  Jonathan,  born  Jan.  8, 1646;  died  1659. 

Y.  Elizabeth,  bom  March  10,  1649;  mar¬ 
ried  in  1680,  J onathan  Hopkinson. 


2nd  Generation: 

JOHN  DRESSER  ( 2nd ),  son  of  John  and  Mary 

- —  Dresser,  was  bom  1640  in  Rowley,  Mass. 

He  became  a  man  of  much  prominence  in  Rowley 
which  place  was  his  life-long  home  and  while  his 
death  is  recorded  in  both  Rowley  and  Newbury,  Mass, 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that  he  never  lived  in  the  latter 
place.  He  married  (1st)  in  Rowley,  Martha  Thor- 

ley,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane - - — —  Thor- 

ley  of  Newbury  and  Rowley,,  on  Nov.  27,  1662.  His 
first  wife  died  in  Rowley,  June  29, 1700,  and  he  mar¬ 
ried  (2nd)  Jan.  7,  1702,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Dickinson, 
widow  of  James  Dickinson,  she  died  April  2,  1718, 
Thomas  Thorley  of  Newbury  in  his  will  calls  Lieut. 
John  Dresser,  “  my  beloved  brother  ”  and  makes 
him  the  executor  of  his  will  (1713) . 
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'John  Dresser  (2nd)  was  Lieutenant  of  the  Row- 
ley  Root  Company  from  1691  to  1698,  having  been 
Sergeant  in  1686.  He  served  as  Rowley’s  Deputy  (or 
Representative)  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Court 
(Legislature)  in  1691,  1692,  1700,  1704,  1705  arid 
1706.  He  is  styled  u  Captain  ”  in  the  records  in 
1705,  though  he  was  generally  called  by  the  title  of 

Lieutenant  ”,  (Register  General  Society  of.  Colo¬ 
nial  Wars,  1899-1902,  p.  620) . 

His  male  descendants  are  eligible  through  his~ser~. 
vices  to  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  his  female 
descendants  to  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dairies  "  'of 
America. 

Lieutenant  J ohn  Dresser  died  in  Rowley  (church 
records)  March  14, 1724,  in  his  85th  year. 

Children  of  Lieut.  John  and  Martha  (Thorlcy) 

Dresser: 

(all  bom  in  Rowley) 

I.  John  (3rd),  bom  Dee.  4, 1663.  - 

^  II.  Mary,  bom  July  14,  1667;  married 
.  Daniel  Thurstom 

III.  Martha,  bom  Aug.  1,  1671 ;  married  in 

.  Ipswich,  July  11,  1695,  Anthony 
Potter. 

IV,  Jonathan,  bom  June  27,  1674;  married 

1695,  Sarah  Leaver.  He  removed 
to  Pomfret,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
March  20, 1744  in  his  70th  year. 

V.  Jane,  bom  June  4, 1676;  married  1698, 
John  Perley. 
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VI.  Sarah,  bom  April  4,  1678;  married 
1701,  Richard  Boynton. 

VTI.  Richard,  bom  June  24,  1679;  probably 
died  young. 

VHI.  Nathaniel,  bom  Aug.  27, 1681 ;  married 
1707,  Elizabeth  Wentworth. 

IX.  Lydia,  born  July  14, 1684,  died  young. 

X.  Elizabeth,  bom  Feb.  16,  1686;  married 
April  4, 1705,  Robert  Day. 

\- 

3rd  Generation:  \ 

->v  _1‘ 

~ JOHN  DRESSER  (3rd),  son  of  Lieut.  John  and 
Martha  (Thorley)  Dresser,  was  born  in  Rowley, 
Mass.,  Dec.  4, 1663.  He  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  the 
place  and  often  in  minor  local  offices.  He  was  a  man 
of  comparative  wealth  for  those  early  days,  leaving 
an  estate  inventoried  at  £784 :14 :00.  His  will,  dated 
Jan.  22, 1735,  was  proved  Jan.  3, 1736  and  the  instru¬ 
ment  mentions  wife  Mercy,  eldest  son  John,  sons 
Nathan,  David  and  Stephen,  and  daughters  Abigail, 
Lydia,  Mehitable,  Martha  and  Rebecca  (Essex 
County  Probate  Records)  Vol.  322,  pp.  1-3).  He 
married  in  Rowley,  June  7,  1688,  Mercy  Dickinson, 
baptized  in  Rowley,  June  20, 1669,  daughter  of  James 

and  Rebecca - Dickinson.  She  died  in 

Rowley  April  12,  1751,  aged  82  (Line  Brook  Parish 
Records).  John  Dresser  died  in  Rowley,  Nov.  17, 
1736: 
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Children  of  John  (3rd)  and  Mercy  Dickinson 

Dresser : 

(all  bora  in  Rowley) . 

.  I.  Abigail,  born  May  1,  1689 ;  married 
Feb.  3, 1714/15,  John  Abbott. 

II.  Lydia,  bom  Sept.  10,  1691,  married 

V  .  v  .  1716,  Ebenezer  Clark. 

HI.  Mehitable,  born  July  6,  1694,  married 
1722,  Thomas  Pickard. 

IV.  John,  bora  Feb.  9,  1696,  married  in 
Newbury,  April  2,  1724,  Hannah 
Boynton.  He  died  in  Rowley, 
March  10, 1782,  she  died  there  Nov. 
28, 1774. 

V.  J ames,  baptized  Oct.  1,  1699 ;  died  Oct. 
16, 1699. 

VI.  Nathan  (4th),  born  April  11, 1700,  bap¬ 
tized  April  13,  1701. 

VII,  ,  Martha,  born  March  11,  1701/2,  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  6, 1730,  J abish  Potter  of 
Ipswich. 

VIU.  (Ensign)  David,  born  July  21,  1704; 

died  Aug.  15,  1770,  without  issue, 
his  estate  going  to  his  surviving 
brothers  and  sisters.  (Essex  Pro- 
.  /  bate  Records,  Vol.  347.  p.  33). 

IX.  Stephen,  bora  July  1,  1706;  died  1782, 
unmarried.  His  whole  property 
was  left  to  his  “  Cousin.”  (in  fact 
grand-nephew)  “  Jonathan  Wood, 
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Jr.”  This  Jonathan  Wood,  Jr., 
was  the  son  of  Stephen  Dresser’s 
niece  Hannah  Dresser,  (daughter 
of  John  Dresser,  who  in  1749  mar¬ 
ried  Jonathan  Wood,  Sr.  (Essex 
Probate  Records,  Yol.  355,  p.  271). 

X.  Rebecca,  bom  baptized  May 

16,  1708;  died  Dec.  22,  1772,  un¬ 
married.  (Will  dated  Dec.  2, 1772, 
proved  Jan.  4,  1773;  the  instru¬ 
ment.  provides  that  “  brother 
Stephen  is  to  have  that  share  of 
land  that  fell  to  me  out  of  my  late 
brother  David  Dresser’s  estate.” 
It  also  mentions  brothers  John  and 
Nathan,  sister  Martha  Potter  and 
three  daughters  of  sister  Mehitable 
Pickard  and  closes  with  this  very 
significant  and  important  bequest: 
44  I  give  to  my  cousins,  Jonathan 
and  John  Dresser,  the  money  that 
I  have  given  my  brother  Stephen 
Dresser  the  improvement  (use)  of 
for  his  lifetime,  after  his  decease  to 
said  Jonathan,  one  moiety  and  to 
the  said  John,  the  other  moiety.” 
(The  title  44  Cousins  ”  is  of  course 
equivalent  to  u  Nephews  ”,  and  is 
so  used  in  countless  cases.  See 
will  of  Stephen  Dresser  above,  in 
which  he  calls  his  grand-nephew, 
44  Cousin  ”,  Jonathan  Wood,  Jr.) 
(Essex  Probate  Records,  Yol.  349, 
P.  7). 
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(This  important  provision  in  the  will  of  Spinster 
Rebecca  Dresser  establishes  the  identity  of  Jonathan^ 
Dresser,  as  the  son  of  one  of  her  brothers ;  her  brother 
John  had  no  son  Jonathan;  her  brothers  David  and 
Stephen  were  unmarried,  so  the  brother  Nathan  (of 
Boxford)  alone  is  left  to  have  been  the  father  of 
Jonathan,  (an  unrecorded  son  so  far  as  birth  and 
baptism  is  concerned,  but  the  birth  of  whose  brother 
John,  the  other  beneficiary  of  the  trust  fund,  is  upon 
record,  as  a  son  of  Nathan). 

4  th  Generation: 

NATHAN  DRESSER  ( 4th ),  son  of  John  and 
Mercy  (Dickinson)  Dresser,  was  bom  in  Rowley, 
Mass.,  April  11,  1700,  and  baptized  there  April  13, 
1701,  In  1728  he  removed  from  Rowley  to  Boxford, 
Mass.,  and  immediately  erected  a  blacksmith’s  shop 
Bear  his  residence  on  the  old  “  Dresser  road  ”,  in  the 
Bast  Parish.  “  He  did  an  extensive  business.”  His 
son  John,  born  here  in  1735,  worked  at  that  trade 
when  he  became  old  enough,  and  after  his  father’s 
death,  carried  on  the  business.  (Jonathan,  the  older 
son  had  removed  to  Andover) .  (History  of  Boxford, 
Mass.,  1880,  p.  156). 

NOTE:  There  is  no  record  of  the  death  of 
Nathan  Dresser  and  no  administration  to  be  found 
upon  his  estate.  He  was  alive  in  1772,  when  his  sis¬ 
ter  Rebecca  made  her  will. 

Nathan  Dresser  (4th)  married  in  Ipswich,  Mass., 
(published)  April  21,  1724,  Lydia  Foster,  bora  in 
Ipswich,  May  14, 1703,  daughter  of.  Caleb  and  Mary 
(Sherwin)  Foster  of  Ipswich.  She  was  a  sister  of 
Jonathan  Foster  (from  whom  Jonathan  Dresser  was 
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named)  and  of  Stephen  Foster,  both  of  Ipswich. 
Nathan  Dresser  and  wife  lived  in  Rowley  from  the 
time  of  their  marriage  in  1724  until  1728  when  they 
removed  to  B oxford.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
period  1724-1728  is  blank  as  to  children  born  to  them, 
but  Jonathan’s  birth  must  have  occurred  during  this 
period  as  he  was  married  as  early  as  1748. 

Children  of  Nathan  (4th)  and  Lydia  (Foster) 

Dresser : 

L  Jonathan  (5th),  born  1724  in  Rowley. 

II.- - - (probably  a  still-born  child) 

in  1727  in  Rowley. 

III.  Mercy,  bom  March  28,  1728/9  in  Box- 

ford. 

IV.  Mar)',  bora  June  20, 1731,  in  Boxford. 

V.  John,  bora  July  9,  1735,  in  Boxford, 
married  in  Rowley,  1760,  Jane 
Harriman. 

VI.  Lydia,  born  April  24,  1737,  in  Boxford. 

(Boxford,  Mass.,  Vital  Records, 
pp.  30  and  31).  # 

5th  Generation: 

JONATHAN  DRESSER  (5th),  son  of  Nathan 
and  Lydia  (Foster)  Dresser,  was  bora  in  Rowley, 
Mass.,  1724.  He  married  (intentions)  Nov.  28, 1748, 
(he  as  “  of  Boxford”)  Sarah  Foster,  of  Andover. 
This  marriage  is  also  recorded  on  the  Andover  rec¬ 
ords  as  “  Jonathan  Dresser  of  Boxford  and  Sarah 
Foster  of  Andover,  Nov.  24,  1748.”  Upon  his  mar¬ 
riage  Jonathan  Dresser  settled  in  Andover,  where  all 
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Ms  children  were  born.  The  identity  of  his  wife  has 
not  been  established. 

Massachusetts  ArcMves,  Yol.  95,  p.  282,  show: 

■  ‘  Jonathan  Dresser  a  member  of  the  1st  Company  of- 
Andover,  under  Lt.  Col.  John  Osgood,  April  18, 
1757  ”  (French  and  Indian  campaign) .  He  removed 
to  Fryeburg,  Me.,  about  1777  and  was  living  there  in 
1790,  as  per  census,  as  “Jonathan  Dresser,  Sr.,”  and 
died  there  in  1800. 

Children  of  Jonathan  (5th)  and  Sarah  (Foster) 

Dresser : 

(all  born  in  Andover,  Mass). 

I.  Sarah,  bom  Sept.  17, 1750.. 

II.  Elizabeth,  born  July  23,  1752. 

XII.  Stephen,  bom  Oct.  25,  1754;  living  in 
S uncook  Town,  Me.,  1790. 

XV.  Jonathan  (6th),  bom  Sept.  14, 1757. 

V.  Simeop,  bom  Feb.  21,  1759;  served  in 
Revolution  from  Andover  1778- 
1781,  under  several  enlistments. 

VI.  Levi,  bom  Feb.  24, 1761 ;  served  as  Cor¬ 
poral  in  Revolution  from  Frye¬ 
burg,  Me.,  was  living  in  Suncook, 
Town,  Me.,  in  1790. 

VII.  Mary,  bom  Nov.  1, 1762. 

VHI.  Chloe,  bom' Dec.  15, 1765. 

IX.  Benjamin,  bom  Jan.  6,  1768.  (An¬ 
dover,  Mass.,  Vital  Records,  Vol. 

1,  p.  126). 
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6th  Generation: 

JONATHAN  DRESSER  (6th),  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Sarah  (Foster)  Dresser,  was  born  in  Andover, 
Mass.,  Sept.  14, 1757.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution  with  the  following  official  record: — 

“  Jonathan  Dresser,  Jr.,  Fryeburg,  (also  given 
Tewksbury).  Return  of  men  raised  to  serve  in  Con¬ 
tinental  Army  from  Capt.  Joshua  Baldwin’s  Co., 
dated  Billerica,  Feb.  16, 1778;  residence  Tewksbury; 
engaged  for  Town  of  Tewksbury,  joined  Capt.  Pet- 
tingill’s  Co.,  Wol.  Wesson’s  regt.;  term  of  3  years; 
also,  Private,  Major’s  Co.,  Col.  James  Wesson’s 
regt. ;  Continental  Army  pay  accounts  to  serve  from 
Feb.  1, 1777  to  Dec.  1779;  residence,  Fryeburg;  cred¬ 
ited  to  Town  of  Tewksbury;  also,  Major  Pettingill’s 
Co.  Col.  James  Wesson’s  (9th)  regt.;  Continental 
Army  pay  accounts  for  service  from  Jan.  1,  1780,  to 
Feb.  1, 1780;  reported  discharged  Feb.  1, 1780.” 

(Massachusetts  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  Vol.  IV,  p.  967). 

His  name  appeal’s  in  the  Census  of  1790  as  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Fryeburg,  as  “  Jonathan  Dresser,  Jr.”,  with 
a  wife  and  three  daughters.  He  married  in  1784 
Elizabeth  Walker,  bom  in  Billerica,  Mass.,  Sept.  6, 
1760,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Walker) 
Walker  of  Billerica. 

Jonathan  Dresser  (6th)  died  in  Fryeburg,  Me., 
April  3, 1814,  aged  57,  and  his  wife  died  in  Portland, 
Me.,  May  13, 1849,  aged  89  years. 
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Children  of  Jonathan  Dresser,  Jr.  (6th)  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Walker)  Dresser: 

(all  bora  in  Fryeburg,  Me.) 

I.  Sarah  Foster,  bom  Aug.  28, 1785,  mar¬ 
ried  Jonathan  Foye,  Scarboro, 
Me. 

II.  Elizabeth  Walker,  bora  Oct.  17,  1786; 
married  Apollo  Howe,  Portland, 
Me. 

HI.  Nancy,  bora  Dee.  39,  1787;  married 
William  Snell,  Jr. 

IV.  J ohn,  bom  March  1, 1790,  died  Sept.  17, 
1790. 

V.  John  Foster  (7th)  bora  Jan.  15,  1792, 
died  in  Richmond,  Quebec,  March 
19, 1861. 

VI.  Nehemiah  Charles,  born  Feb.  20,  1793, 
went  to  sea  and  not  heard  from. 

VJI.  Harriet,  born  April  15,  1795,  married 
Samuel  Pride, - . 

VIII.  Jonathan,  bom  Aug.  7, 1797,  went  to  St. 
Stephen,  N.  B. 

IX.  William  F.,  bom  Aug.  2, 1799. 

X.  ZUpah,  bora  Feb.  13,  1801,  married 
Richard  Kimball,  North  Bridgton, 
Me. 

XI.  Joseph,  bom  Feb.  14,  1803,  died  in 
Bridgton,  Me.,  January,  1894. 

XII.  Louisa,  born  Oct.  3,  1807,  married 
Thomas  Pingree,  Fryeburg,  Me. 


14 


7th  Generation: 

JOHN  FOSTER  DRESSER  (7th),  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Walker)  Dresser,  was  born 
in  Fryeburg,  Me.,  Jan.  15,  1792,  (thus,  during  the 
Presidential  term  of  George  Washington).  He  went 
to  Canada  about  1814  where  he  remained. 

In  1834  he  married  Catherine  Adams  (born  Sept. 
5, 1814)  daughter  of  Capt.  Job  Adams,  of  Richmond, 
Quebec  —  in  which  place  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
and  where  all  his  children  were  born.  He  was  Post¬ 
master  of  the  town,  a  Bailiff  and  Crier  of  the  Court 
for  many  years.  He  died  March  19,  1861,  his  wife 
having  died  Oct.  26, 1854. 

Children  of  John  Foster  and  Catherine  (Adams) 

Dresser : 

(all  bora  in  Richmond,  Quebec). 

I.  John  Adams,  bora  May  29,  1835,  died 
in  Dickson,  Tenn.,  March,  1915. 

II.  Ann  Foster,  born  Oct.  29,  1836,  died  in 
Richmond,  April,  1856. 

HI.  Ellen  Julia,  born  May  15,  1838,  died  in 
Richmond,  October,  1856. 

IV.  Emily  Walker,  bom  March  7, 1840. 

V.  George  Franklin,  bora  April  1, 1842. 

VI.  Harriet  Elizabeth,  bora  May  8,  1845, 
died  in  Richmond,  July,  1900. 

VII.  Charles  Henry,  bom  Oct.  14,  1847. 

VIII.  Mary  Jane,  bom  March  30,  1850,  died 
in  Richmond,  May,  1922. 

IX.  Warren  Sydney,  bom  March  30,  1852. 
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